
INTRODUCTION 

Given r esources, including desire, ingenuity, time and financing, man 
has fr eq u ently d emons tr ate d his ability to modify his ph ys i cal envi
ronment in o rd e r t o ove r come natural obstacles or to overcome problems 
of his o wn making as exem plifi e d by such feats as drainin g swamps, 
irrigating d eserts, building su p er hi ghways, rebuilding thou sa nds of 
acres of urban d evelopmen t, etc. However, the practi ca lit y of many 
such projects is questionable; th e re sources expended frequently might 
have been better used elsewhere under le~s adverse circumstances o r 
the problem might have been minimized or avoided completely by adequate 
initial plannin g . But frequently economic an d political pressures, 
rather than sound planning, h ave resulted in impra c tical solutions to 
avoidable probl ems . 

The same reasonin g applies t o the d eve l opment of an urban area, limi
tations of the natural physical setting ca n be ignored or modifie d by 
costly solution s ; how eve r, th e most pra ctical approach i s t o gui d e 
urban development in such fashion as t o tak e advanta ge of the natural 
features and t o pr even t probl ems arising from man-made additions to 
the natural setting. In other wo rds, streams d o not have to be p o l
luted, develop e d areas do not have to flood frequently, building 
foundations d o not hav e t o settle and crack, smoke does not have t o 
blow across d evelope d areas, septic tanks d o not have t o fail, and 
wells do not have to dry up. Careful study o f th e natural urban 
setting - its c limate, geology, gro und water, soils, topography, 
streams, etc. - before d eve lopment can minimize problems lat e r, if the 
facts learn ed from such analysis are u se d as guides for development 
rather than being ignored in the face o f man-made economic and polit
ical pressure s . Because of their importan ce t o future development, 
the natural physical fa c tors affecting th e Sanford Pl anning Area are 
examined first in this report. 
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